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18 August: 1945 



TO : Chief CIB, G-2, USFET 

SUBJECT 1 Information on Hauptmann PRAGEP: as Supplied 
by Hlldegar d BSET Z* ' 

1) The attached report t subject ,f Frau Hlldegard 
BEET2 rt , contains information on PRAQER, alleged German 
agent and SS Captain* 

2) The, Interrogation! upon which this report is 
based# was conducted according to a Special Interrogation 
Brief submitted by SCI TMt Munich to Third Army IC. 
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2 Atiguat 1945 



SUBJECT! Frau Hildegard BESTS 

TO x SCI Det*, Muniohr 12th Army Group 



Prau' BEETZ was questioned in accordance with Special Brief 



of SCI Dett> Nfotnich, 12th Apny Group, dated 21 I9i$ f 
and .th£' following information obtained i ' '• 



1. IMAGER, alleged German agent and Captain of the SS, 
met PRAGER for the first time 
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of June 1944 at which time her application was definitely 
turned down. During this period of time she had frequent 
personal contacts with PRAGER. Although he showed a great 






deal of reticence in talking about personal matters # Frau 
BEETZ was able to gain a fairly reliable picture of the po= 
sition he held. She is less sure about his personal and pro= 
fessional background. 

a. Grenzbefehlsstelle West 

PRAGER is . neither a member of the SS (information 



to the oontraty notwithstanding) nor does he belong to the 
SB. He worked directly for the ♦ Grengbefehlsstelle West* 

• - ’ ■ t ■ 

j GBff), the executive arm of the BefehlBhaber der Sicherheits» 
pollzei in Italy and as such embodying elements of St&pOf 
Kripo and SB. The GB7? t as the name indicates, was charged 
with the security of the border districts separating .Italy 
from Switzerland and from France. Commander of theVIJSliW. Apia 



SS HauptSturmftihrer VOETTERL who received his orders 

: ■ ' i • ‘ ’ ... ' 

from the Befehlshaber der Sicherheitspolizel HASTES# 



b. Position 






PRAGER served the CB0W in the capacity both of a 
ffdential agent (V-mann) and liaison functionary ( yerl?|^c(n^g3-. 
mann)# Frau BEETZ believes that PRAGER, who :is";en 
businessman, was not on the payroll of the SD but act©4 > 
ah honorary capacity# 

c« Private Business 'Av-Mff'fc 



PRAGER owned some commercial enterprise in;;Sth9^|i.®ro:';j- 
of CHIAS30 on the Swiss side of the Italo-Swiss V ----- 
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BEETZ does not know what branch of business PRAGER engaged 
in* The name of his firm was GIUSVOR* At the occasion of 
her first trip to Switzerland Frau BEETZ got Swiss currency 
through PRAGER and she believes that he engaged in currency 
transactions on a big scale* PRAGER told Frau BEETZ that he 
was frequently oonsulted by the German Chamber of Gommeroe 
in MILANO in respect to complications arising out of Allied 
pressure brought to bear on Switzerland with the aim to cur» 
tail transit of German resp Italian goods through that Countx 
d* Work for the GBW 

PRAGER whose residence was in the vie of OHXASSOy 
however on the Italian side of the border 9 could cross into 
Switzerland and back into Italy as often as he wanted* This 
freedom of movement across the border aided him of course 
f considerable in discharging the missions assigned him by 
GBW, As an example he could visit with the German Consult Gene 

i . ■ ■.. . : . 

ral at UJGAHO or the Chamber of Commerce at ZURICH ^ost any 



day without arousing any undue suspicion inasmuch as hs'Vaef 






known to be a prominent businessman and presumably act«|i^ -4° 
pursuance,. of legitimate interests* Under this ^ 

able to aid in the maintenance of liaison between tha SD and 
its repiesentat ivea in Switzerland, About the" 
be exceptionally well informed, 
e* Special 1 Qualifications 

^ '* . * , , ■ • * • $ ji-’ v * 

PSAGER’s activities in behalf of the CEBW wreji*s; 
rently closely linked with his economic interests# 



considered an authority on the Swiss border 
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political role in Switzerland was considered both prolific 
and reliable# By virtue of hi3 knowledge and experience 
PRAG2R wielded considerable influence in the GBW and even 
SS Hauptsturmftihrer VOETTERL found himself reduced to a 
second string position* According to Frau BEETZ* PRAGER was 
the win and the brains of GW* 

■ f* Agent Wet 

Frau BEETZ has not heard anything indicating that 
PRAGER had an information net in Switzerland* At any rate 
he never mentioned the use of confidential agents* From all 
indications PRAGER confined himself to rendering opinions 
and occasionally to running errands into Switzerland* 



g* Personal Data 

PRAGER is married to a Swiss who is a native of the 
} French speaking part of Switzerland* His father-in-law is a 
prominent pbysioian in Lausanne and is rumored to have furnia 



'■ hed his son-in-law with some valuable connections* 

;• ‘ . 'V. *' V. ' \ . •; 

There ' is ' an unsubstantiated rumor that PRAGER* an Austrian 
by birth* served as an Intelligence officer In the old Attst^o 
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PRAGES is $0 years of age* He suffers from a severe case of 



2* KGSSOLIHI on Germany 
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a*’ Clreumstancea of find 

The original of HGSSOLUfl’s exposd on Germany (Often 
referred to as his diary) was found by sheer accM^jtttf^ntai = 
ned in a small notebook among his personal effects duringthe 
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GRAN SASSO raid* An alert SD man had a photostatic copy made, 
whereupon the original was returned to MUSSOLINI. 

b* Translation 

’;Vhere other translators in the RSHA failed, vis to 
decipher MUSSOLINI'S all blit illegible handwriting from an 
inferior photostaticjs copy, Frau BEETZ succeeded. Great press 
oautions were taken to preclude any leakage, Frau BEETZ was 
sworn to secrecy and expressly forbidden to make any carbon 
copies* Despite very elaborate precautions Frau BEETZ managed 
to copy the main points in their original Italian version* 

As to the whereabouts of the photostatic copy SS Hauptaturmss 
ftihrer KRAILERT should be questioned (group VT G f . RSHA)* 

c. PUCCI 

Frau BEETZ mentioned the existence of the exposd and 
the fagt of her having copied it in part to PUCCI in January 
194-4 when she looked him up in a Swiss hospital* PUCCI told 
Father PANGINO about it who in turn broaohed the matter to 
Frau BEETZ* She denied everything and passed it off as a 
product of PUCCI's febrile imagination. Frau BEETZ does not 
believe that Father PANCINO notified .the SD. • 

* V’V'" - ; 'V v - w; .. r . , 

d. Whereabouts of digest 

~ JEhe digest was among the other papers turned oyer nby.:.:.- $ 
Frau BEETZ to Lt FRENCH, SCI, in WEIMAR* She dialing thhtV ^f ' ’ 
the request of Lt F^ENpEf* she translated it into English and 
retained her own handwritten Italian copy which should be :with 
her personal effects .in WIESBADEN^* ' 
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